TR'IBESMEN AND  NON-TRIBESMEN

sending to Dhufar to purchase stores and bring me news,
seized his rifle and ran off loading it, with the others,
leaving me standing with just a few Shahara who took no
action. The Shahara are a spineless people who will meekly
consent to be pillaged or allow one of their number to be
killed, without raising a finger in defence of themselves.

'Bahaim taht Allah!' 'No better than cattle under God/
said Shaikh Hasan, speaking of them afterwards to me.
'They are afraid to shed blood!5

This indeed is the crux of the matter, the dividing line
between prestige and discredit, between tribesman and non-
tribesman, between Qara, Mahra, Kathir on the one hand,
and Shahara, Barahama, Bait ash Shaikh on the other:
namely the power and will to fight; it springs from a cor-
porate consciousness on the part of the tribesman by which
the acts done by or to any member of his tribe are virtually
acts done by or to himself, with all the consequences that
that involves.

'The Shahara!'they are no better than slaves!' says the
tribesman, for whom marriage with a slave would be un-
thinkable. It is dishonourable; let the nobility - the
Saiyids and the merchants of the coast - use their slave girls
as concubines at their pleasure!

The treatment of the Shahara by the Qara leaves the
traveller in no doubt which is which, though the typical
Shahari (who from the interdiction of marriage outside his
people, must be racially pure) is distinguishable by having
a much broader face than his neighbours or the northern
Arab. His weapons help also to distinguish him, for very
seldom will you meet him carrying a rifle.

Not only the dress, but the arms of these mountains are
unique throughout Arabia - a bare double-bladed sword, a